Analyzing Political Cartoons
« What Is a political cartoon?

— Interpretive drawing, sometimes with words,
that convey an idea or message about a
current issue, event, or problem.

— Are simple, usually black and white, graphic
depictions of a news story or event.

— Portray people’s attitudes about a problem or
ISSue.




Common characteristics for a good
political cartoon:

« Wit and humor obtained by exaggeration not just for
comic effect but to send a message about the character.

« The cartoon must have a foundation in truth (characters
should be recognizable to the viewer and the main point
of the drawing must have a basis in fact, even If it
conveys a philosophical or ideological bias.

« The cartoon should have a moral purpose. In other
words, the cartoon should provide opportunities to inform
the viewer about an issue and allow for critical thinking
(supporting OR refuting the cartoonist’s message.)




OPTICS Strategy

* O - Conduct a brief overview of the visual
or graphic. “float” over the image. What is
the primary focus?

* P — Key In on the parts of the visual by
reading all labels and noting any elements
or details that seem important. What is the
Interaction of the parts with the primary
focus?

* T — Read the titfe of the visual so that you
are clear on the subject it is covering. Does
the title make sense? If there is no title —
What would you call 1t?




OPTICS continued

* | — Use the title as your theory and the parts of the
visual as your clues to detect and specify the
interrelationships, to infer or interpret— \What is
not in the picture, but implied?

« C - Draw a conclusion about the visual as a whole.
What is it all about? Can you summarize in one
sentence?

« S—Whatis the source? Where did it come from?

What is the bias / political leaning of the source?
What is the audience? What is the context?




Some questions to ask yourself:

* What issue is this political cartoon about?
* What is the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue?

« What other opinion can you imagine another
person having on this issue?

 Did you find this cartoon persuasive? Why or
why not?

« What other techniques could the cartoonist have
used to make this cartoon more persuasive?




More Info

Powerful people are usually fat, large
people

Weak people are usually skinny, small
people

Green — environmental

Red — communist

Good guys usually wear white
Bad guys usually wear black



Symbolism

« Cartoonists use simple objects, or
symbols, to stand for larger concepts or
ideas.

 After you identify the symbols in a cartoon,
think about what the cartoonist intends
each symbol to stand for.




. Somdetimes cartoonists
; overdo, or exaggerate,
Exaggeratlon the physical characteristics
of people or things in order
to make a point.

When you study a cartoon,
look for any characteristics
that seem overdone or
overblown. (Facial
characteristics and
clothing are some of the
& most commonly
—exaggerated
characteristics.) Then, try
to decide what point the
cartoonist was trying to
make through
exaggeration.
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- « Cartoonists often
Labelmg label objects or
people to make it
clear exactly what
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e @ Watch out for the

Y different labels that
appear in a cartoon,
— and ask yourself why
the cartoonist chose
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An analogy Is a
comparison between two
unlike things that share
some characteristics. By
comparing a complex
ISSue or situation with a
more familiar one,
cartoonists can help their
readers see it In a different
light.

After you've studied a
cartoon for a while, try to
decide what the cartoon’s
main analogy is. What two
situations does the cartoon
compare? Once you
understand the main
analogy, decide if this
comparison makes the
cartoonist’'s point more
clear to you



http://list.cagle.com/etoon.aspx?cartoon=http://media.caglecartoons.com/media/cartoons/100/2010/01/27/73926_600.jpg

 Irony Is the difference
between the ways things are
|r0ﬂy and the way things should be,
or the way things are expected
to be. Cartoonists often use
Irony to express their opinion
on an Issue.

 When you look at a cartoon,
see If you can find any irony in
the situation the cartoon
depicts. If you can, think about
what point the irony might be
Intended to emphasize. Does
the irony help the cartoonist
express his or her opinion
more effectively?




Common Symbols:
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Uncle Sam or Eagle




United Kingdom

John Bull — a fat person in tailored

Suit

Lion
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Dragon or panda
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Democrats — donkey
Republicans — elephant

US politics — capitol building



Other People
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Pork barrel — waste
Money

Communism

justice




B @ TTTHEROOT OF ALL EVL.

(7=

Terrorist
UN
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Liberty, freedom and democracy:
Liberty Bell
Statue of Liberty
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Peace and War

"Wait, you might agree with me if I state
my position in a folksy, acoustic ballad."”

Peace — dove, laurels, peace fingers or
peace sign




Time — clock or
hourglass

Victory — victory
fingers, trophy, or
wreath of laurels
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Death & Danger
-Falling objects
-Vultures

-Scull & crossbones

-cliffs
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Speed is
Relative
Peopie.

“Who knew we would be trend setters?”

Slow — snail, turtle

Love — heart, cupid,
venus

Hope — rainbow,
smiley

Wealth — money
bags



o ALRIGHT, NOT EVERYTHING
IS PERFECT!... BUT WE DID STOP
GLOBAL WARMING,

DIDN'T WE?...
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“Isn't it true that the prosecution offered you
a bone to testify?"
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